THE ANTICHRIST - AN OVERVIEW

Definition

The word "antichrist" is comprised of "anti" ("agat” or "instead of") and "Christ." In the Bibléyefers to a
person who is an opponent of Jesus Christ. Thismgmt may simply bagainstJesus Christ, perhaps denying
who he is (substituting the truth with a lie, adidohn 2:22). Or he may claimhea "Christ.” (In this case, we
could also call him a "false Christ.")

A "Christ" (the Greek word) or a "Messiah"” (the Hel equivalent) comes from the idea of being "atealh
or "chosen." It refers to a person who has beescsal (or at least claims to have been selected) $pecial
purpose or cause. In times of crisis, people teriddk for someone to lead them, who appears te hagwers
for the problems which are at hand. During the &me- catastrophes, a counterfeit "Christ” will ofeio have
the solutions for all the world's needs - and nodshe world will go after him.

Where this concept occurs

The Word "Antichrist™ emphasizingresent-daypponents of Christ
The word "antichrist" is useahly by the apostle John. It can be found in: 1 Joh8,22; 4:3; and 2
John 1:7. Although John acknowledges the comirgfofure antichrist, this is not his main focus in
these verses. Rather, he emphagizesent dayntichrists - people who are similar in naturehte t
future one. He also writes about the spirit that conttioésn.

When thefuture antichrist finally arrives, these verses aboutgtesentantichrist will apply. At that
time, the verses which describe hawshould respond will also apply.

Related Conceptsemphasizing &utureopponent of Christ
Other concepts are found in Scripture, which appehave some of the same connotations as the word
"antichrist." Most of these have a reference tooaldvieader, or perhaps an entire "world systeratile
by such a leader, at the end of this age.

1. The "little horn" of Daniel 7:7-8, 24-25.

2. The cruel, "stern-faced king" of Daniel 8:23-25.

3. The "abomination of desolation," described imiehand referred to by Jesus, are probably aeater
to something that the future antichrist will do.fbe 9:27;11:31; 12:11; Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14.

4. The "man of lawlessness" (or "man of sin"), mered in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10.

5. The "beast" in Revelation chapters 13 and B4 49:19-21, etc. [Possibly also the rider on thaev
horse - Revelation 6:1-2.]

6. Jesus refers falseChrists, or people who claim to be the Chrisisithew 24:5, 23-24; Mark 13:6,
21-22; and Luke 21:8. (This termnst necessarily used as a synonym for the word "amsich



Present-Day "Antichrists" - According to John

John tells us that we are not to become preoccupitbdenemies of Christ who may come at some imatefi
time in thefuture. Instead, we need to deal with enemies of Chrigt ardealready present and to stand guard,
lest we ourselves be led astray by them.

1 John 2:18 - Antichrists - now here - are charactéstic of the "last hour."

The characteristics of "the last hour" are heregewow.Though there will be a coming antichrist, at some
point in the future, we need to be aware that nantichrists aralreadypresent - people who have the
same character as the future one. So rather tleanng "the last hour" as a time that will occutie
distant future, we should view it as being alrebdge! [This is why we need to reject the ways ef th
world and carefully follow the ways of God. See fhrevious verses in 1 John.]

A word of caution (v. 19)Fhese antichrists may have looked "Christian,"reg time or another. For a while,
they may have looked like they were some of Goeltspfe. But the fact that they ultimately turned
against Jesus Christ proves that theyertruly belonged to God. They were counterfeits.

How should we respond?
(See the next section - v. 24+.)

1 John 2:22 - The contrast between antichrists an@od's people.

We must remember the incompatibility between tnthlies (v. 21)Lies do not originate in the truth. They do
not belong to it in any way.

God's people are the truth-bearers (v. 20-21):

They have been anointed ("set apart”) by God.

* The N.T. Greek word for "anointing" is "chrism."i#t related to the word "Christ" ("someone who is
anointed"). A person who was set apart for a sppaigpose (a "christ") was oftenointedwith oil
("chrism"), to symbolize that special calling.

» Originally, the word "Christian" (Acts 11:26; 26:;2B Peter 4:16) meant "a little Christ," and
referred to those who followed the ways of Jedus, tiltimate Christ." They were "anointed" (set
apart) by God, for this special purpose.

Those who are called (and "set apart”) by God ktietruth - not merely as an academic fact, but in a

way that results in changed perspectives, valugécanduct.

* This is something that the opponents of Christi¢ants) do not know.

 NOTE: Many peoplelaimto be God's people, even though theyndbmeet the qualifications
given in the book of 1 John. The apostle warngasguch people ar®ttruly God's people - even
though they may strongly insist that they are (ar&y actuallybelievethat they are). Instead, John
simply calls them liars (examples - 1 John 1:Gt8;).
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The antichrists are the liars - people who denglcefhe truth (v. 22-23):

This would includeall who do not accept who Jesus is.

* Note that, when a person rejects who Jesus is, e @ssence, rejecting who the Father is. Our
attitude toward Jesus has a direct impact on whetheot the Father is present in our lives. Jesus
himself commented on the association between "kmgirfaccepting) Jesus for who he is, and
"knowing" the Father - John 8:19; 16:3; and 17:3.

Thegospelof John frequently emphasizes thety of Jesus Christ. Here in 1 John, the apostle is

affirming Jesushumanity for these specific antichrists were denying that §esus actually took on

human flesh.

* There are other ways that people distort the @bthut Jesus Christ - such as denying his deity, or
the nature of his mission - and these are addredsedhere in the New Testament.

How should we respond (v. 24+)?
We need to make sure that the truth we received the apostles (now recorded in the Bible) remains
in us. If it does, the Father and the Son (whalaeesource of that truth) will also remain with-usong
with all the blessings that come from God (sucktasnal life).
* Receiving the truth" includes the application dttiruth to the way we live. The entire book of 1
John (as well as the rest of the Bible) shows ws teodo this. Our response to that truth will show
(better than our claims do) whether or not God'sdN@asremainedin us.

1 John 4:3 - The "antichrist spirit” empowers thosewho deny the truth about Jesus.

Identifying the false teachers:
Many false teachers (false prophets) are in thédwand they willclaimto be from God. Many people
will actually believe them. Because of this, wedh&ebe able to distinguish between teachers wlo ar
actually empowered by God's Spirit, and those wiaeampowered by a counterfeit "antichrist spirit.”
We can do this, by paying attention to what thespersays - for his teaching will be directly infhoed
by the spirit that controls him.

» The spirit that acknowledges who Jesus Christ.B)(This spirit (or Spirit) is from God.

* The spirit that fails to acknowledge who Jesus §hsi (v.3):This spirit is not from God, for it is an
"antichrist spirit." A failure to acknowledge thisith about Jesus is characteristic of an "anttfiri
(Note the connection of 4:3 to 2:18.)

How should we respond (v. 4+)?
We need to remember that the Holy Spirit (who issnGod's people) is greater than the "antichrist
spirit” who is in the false teachers of the woB@cause of this, we haeeercomehem and their ways.
(If we have the Holy Spirit in us, we do not hagebe afraid of them.)

The world will pay attention to those who have thaatichrist spirit” (the false teachers or false
prophets). They will not pay attention to what 8yrit of God says (what he has spoken through the
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apostle John and others). In contrast, the pedpgBod will pay attention to those who are influeddsy
the Holy Spirit (the apostle John and others like)hand when they do so, it will influence their
conduct- according to what John says, both before and tifie passage.

2 John 7 - More warnings about deceptive antichristwho, even now, are present in the world.

An expression of joy (v. 4-6):
The apostle John expresses his joy that the besidwazl their lives based on the truth, and he wants
them to continue doing sblow are they to do so? By living lives that are charazed by love and
obedience - two things which are inseparable.

A warning (v. 7):
Having said this, he warns them against peoplsdfedachers) who do not acknowledge who Jesus
really is. The emphasis in this passage is on ttesiral that Jesus came asuanan.John warns us that
anyonewith such a view can be described as both a decaivd an antichrist.

How should we respond (v. 8+)?
We must watch out for such people, for theyndbhave God in their lives - even though they may
claim they do. Anyone who fails to accept JesussChor who he really is, fails to have God. If we
accept their teachings, all our love and obedievitdhave no eternal significance for us. It will have
been done in vain. In contrast, those who acceptrtith about Jesus will continue to have both the
Father and the Son (and all the blessings thadsseciated with them).

This is such a serious matter, that werareto even welcome such a person (a deceiving argighinito
our midst. Specifically, we amotto receive and encourage him as a "spiritual leréthor we will be
sharing in the guilt of his sin.



The "Antichrist" of the Future

Each of the following concepts has a focus on tihr&. Some have had a limited fulfillment in hratal
events of the past; but when is this so, the pasits stand as a guarantee (and a warning) thastine
fulfillment will also come to pass.

All of these passages tell us about a ruler whbdailhorrible things. Some of them indicate thatlGgeople
will suffer intense persecution or death. But tha$® do experience such things can look forwartthéo
coming Day of Justice. God will destroy this ruderd will bring his "reign of terror” to an end. Mal bring
peace to the earth; and justice will be given toealen to those who have died. (They will be bidugack to
life - Revelation 20:21+.)

1. The "little horn" - Daniel 7:7-8, 24-25.
The "little horn" of Daniel 7 represents a boasttuér (7:8) who will do much evil and will perseeu
God's people (7: 24-25). Eventually he will be d®gtd and thrown into the "blazing fire" that is
described as flowing from the throne of God (7:19-26). Immediately following this judgment, one
who is "like a son of man" (compare to Revelatiat3) will come from heaven and will set up an
eternal kingdom (7:13-14, 27).

How should God's people respori@@member that the day of justice will come (v. 9;Bhd so will
the Son of Man (v. 13-14). In the end, God (and'&pdople) will be the victors (v. 18, 27).
[Interestingly, thougtiire flows from God's throne for his enemiésing waterflows from the throne
for his friends (Revelation 22:1)!]

2. The cruel, "stern-faced" king - Daniel &3-25.
Daniel 8 mentions a cruel, "stern-faced king" whth &o horrible things (8:24-25a), but who will the
be destroyed, "but not by human power" (8:25b)sTinophecy was partially fulfilled in 168 BC, by
Antiochus Epiphanes, a conquering king from the afemodern-day Syria. However, Daniel was also
told that these visions were related to the timélod end" (8:8). How does this work? Prophecidsrof
had a partial, "near" fulfillment during the liveéthe readers, or soon thereafter. The "nearilifant
would serve as a sign (a reminder and a guaratitae)he ultimate, "distant” fulfilment would
eventually take place. In this case, the actiornth@historic king could be said to "foreshadowdip
to) the actions of an even worse ruler (the ansthwho is yet to come.

How should God's people responidi?his passage we are told that this evil rulgrlve destroyed, but
there is very little to instruct us (God's peoma)how to respond. Perhaps the most important
"Instruction” is the implied message that we neetiust God, regardless of what happens (and whethe
or not we understand it). When God tells us aboaifeiture (such as through Daniel's prophecy) he
gives us what waeed,not what we might simplwant,to satisfy mere curiosity. As with many of the
other prophecies given to Daniel, there are deltaite which are not fully revealed, so that eRamiel

did not fully understand the significance of whatwas told (8:26-27). He was even told that some of
the visions were to beealeduntil later (compare with 12:4,9)!

Today we have more revelation about the futureabse of what we have been given in the New
Testament. Yet even now we don't hallehe details abowgverything(See Revelation 10:3-4 for an
example in which certain information is not fulgwvealed to us.) Just like Daniel, we also musput
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trust in God, and not in our understanding of peapgh We need to trust the one wihmesunderstand
all things, for he is the one who has promiseddiovdr his people through these horrible times.

The one who causes the "abomination oésolation” - Daniel 9:27;11:31; 12:11; Matthew 24:5;
Mark 13:14.

The "abomination of desolation," described in Dhraad referred to by Jesus, are probably a referen
to something that the future antichrist will do.oligh these verses were patrtially fulfilled by tiegans
of Antiochus Epiphanes, in 168 BC (see the commambsit Daniel 8, above), Jesus indicatéatare
fulfillment, in the days just prior to his retuM/e could describe what happened in 168 BC as a
"foreshadowing," a limited illustration, of whathappen in the future.

How should God's people respond/e are reminded that the leader who is respon&iblinis
"abomination of desolation" will come to his endainlevastating judgment (9:27b). But before it
happens, God's people will oppose this evil ruldr31), and they will instruct many about the truth
(11:33a). There will be a temporary time of triliida, trial and persecution (11:33b). Some of God's
people will stumble during this time of tribulatioout God will use what happens to accomplish gaod
their lives (11:35). Though this time may be difficfor God's people, they are reminded that the en
will come at its appointed time; this evil king willnee to his end (11:45). Those who are willing to be
patient and to wait until the end will be blessgd:12).

Jesus, referring to the same situation, tells éapfe (the Jews) to flee to the mountains (Matthew
24:16+ and Mark 13:14+). He warns them to not feltbose who claim to have the answer, or who
claim to be the "Christ" (Matthew 24:23+ and Mafk21+).

Terrible times may lie ahead, but God's peopletake courage. Jesus tells us that these dayssid cri
will be shortened; he will not allow everything (heveryone) to be destroyed (Matthew 24:22 and
Mark 13:20).

The "man of lawlessness" (or "man of sif) - 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10.

Paul warns us that this "man of lawlessness" (@r'wf sin" - KJV) will be revealed during the tirae
rebellion that precedes the coming of the Son of Mdis evil person will oppose everything that
pertains to the true God, and will attempt to t&ad's place. When Jesus returns, he will destrigy th
evil leader.

How should God's people responti?e response God's people should have, whefutines antichrist
arrives, is the same as what they should have glpresent dayrials and difficult circumstances.

The apostle Paul was writing to people who wadreadyexperiencing persecution and trials. They were
alreadypersevering faithfully (1:4). He encouraged thenobk forward to the time Jesus would return.
God had called them to salvation (1:11 and 2:18)l@would consider them worthy of his kingdom
(1:5). They would share in Jesus glory (2:14).

In contrast, God's enemies will be destroyed - ghied and shut out from his presence (1:8). This man
of lawlessness is also doomed to destruction (B8)wyill be destroyed when Jesus returns (2:8).



5.

The "beast" - Revelation chapters 13 aniti7; also 19:19-21, etc. [Possibly also the ridenahe
white horse, Revelation 6:1-2.]

The "beast" is a political leader, perhaps reprsgm@n entire political system, who will gain pawe
over the entire world. (This is the ruler who is@sated with the number "666.") He will receivs hi
power from the "dragon” (devil). His leadershiplvak promoted by a second "beast" (or "false
prophet" - a major religious leader). In the erglwill be thrown into the "fiery lake of burninglfur”
(Revelation 19:20).

During his rule, the "beast" will demand supremglty from everyone. Those who dot belong to
God will worship him and will do whatever he sa§gad's people will refuse to follow him, and because
of that, the "beast" will oppose and persecute them

The rider on the white horse, found in Revelatidh&, might also be identified as the antichrist.
However, the passage does not give enough debailg ¢his rider, to be definite. Some suggestithat
could be a forerunner to the final antichristslhot Jesus Christ, who is described as riding white
horse, in Revelation 19:11. (Other than the cofdhe horse, there is nothing else in common betwee
these two riders. Also, the context in which eafcthe riders is described is radically different.)

How should God's people respond®eems that people always want an escape frdmudif
circumstances. But the Bible tells us that, sinedive in a sinful world, horrible things can, awdl,
occur. When talking about the events at the ertlefge, Jesus says that such thingsthappen
(Matthew 24:6b). We must remember that genuinegwalt not come until the Prince of Peace, who is
Jesus, returns.

In the end, when the "beast" has control of thedydresus does not tell us that his people egtlape
trials. Rather he encourages them to be patientaatidul throughthem (Revelation 13:10). Even if the
trials result in death, they are but temporary. &hd will come, and the Day of Justice will arrive.
Those who die in the Lord are blessed, and Jedusewiard them appropriately (Revelation 14:13).
Remember that deathn®tthe end of the story.

It is important to note that the entire world -¢kovho do not belong to God - will worship anddull
the "beast.” This will be a time of horrible dedept and the only way we can avoid being deceiged i
by remaining faithful to God's Word, and submittbogt - allowing it to control our hearts and med
(All genuine disciples will do this. Those wtlaim to be disciples, but tdon'tdo this, are actually
counterfeits. In the end, they will follow the "ls¢& all the while thinking that they are doing what is
right.)

False Christs - Matthew 24:5, 23-24; M&rl13:6, 21-22; and Luke 21:8.

Jesus refers tialse Christs and to people wintaimto be the Christ. Such people will increase in
number, as the end approaches. Many of them willbdlg perform signs and miracles, and they will
gain many followers.

How should God's people respond/hen others are being deceived, when they turry énwen the

truth, when they become filled with hate, and wtteir love grows cold (Matthew 24:10-12), we are to
stand firm to the end (Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:1Bbke 21:19). Though they may oppose us, we are
to be witnesses to them, testifying to the trutlatiew 24:14, implied; Mark 13:10-11; Luke 21:13-
15). Even if we are betrayed, persecuted, or kilMdtthew 24:9; Mark 13:9, 12-13; Luke 21:12, 16-
17), it is but temporary. In the end, we will bead - and our salvation will last forever.
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As for rumors that the Christ has returned, Jeslissus tonot go out looking for him. We should not
pay attention to such rumors, falt of them will prove false (Matthew 24:26). Whenukgshegenuine
Christ returns, it will be obvious @ll. We, his people, will not have to go out looking fam; for he
will come looking for us! All nations will see hiand will recognize that he alone is the Christ
(Matthew 24:27-28, 30-31).

How Should People Respond to Antichrists and Falgehrists?

Our main duty isn't to become preoccupied withfthere antichrist anduturefalse Christs. We are to deal
with those who are presembw. If we have this attitude, we will be ready for #rnigg that may come our way
in the future. People who are not willing to catisftollow God's wordbeforethe end-time antichrist arrives,
have no guarantee that they will start to do sbeitloes appear during their lifetimes. It is food reason that
Scripture warns us to be readgw, rather than planning to get ready at some indefioint in thefuture. We
need to be readyow, regardless of the opinions we may have about hevend time events will occur.

When we look at the various passages which focubefuture Antichrist, we find a strong emphasis on the
need for faithfulness, patience, and a willingrtesemain steadfast, when threatened with persacoti
death. Such character traits are required of Guatiple aall times - even when we an®t being threatened
with persecution or death.

QUESTIONS PEOPLE OFTEN ASK

Who will the future antichrist be?
Down through the ages many people have speculatad aho the antichrist might be. They have
come up with many different kinds of schemes tadrgalculate his identity, or cryptic codes by @i
they could somehow prove that this person or teetgn was the antichrist.

God, however, does not tell us. So it is not ouy doi worry about who the antichrist will be. If vaee
being faithful to God in our day-to-day life, welle ready for whatever happens in the future.

What is the mark of the "beast"?
Just as many people have speculated as to thétydeinthe future antichrist, they have also spated
as to the meaning of his mark: the "mark of thesh&all God tells us is that it has something to d
with the number "666," and that it will require @w@n and insight to understand (Revelation 13:18).
This doesnot mean that we must have a high intellectual capaicitgrder to understand what 666 is all
about. Rather we must have wisdom and insaghod defines themwhich begins with an attitude of
reverential fear toward God, and a humble submisgiall that he says. If we do not have this tgpe
attitude, then all the intellectual capabilitiegtwe world will not prepare us for the future.

When the time comes that it is needed, those wity fiollow God will recognize this number (the
"mark of the beast") for what it is. Until then, \@en't have to worry about it.
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