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Salvation in Christ!
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Palm Sunday…

IF you lived in Jesus' day, 

would you have been 

one of these people?

"Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!" 

Matthew 21:9b (CSB)  
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Would they represent 

you – praising God 

and welcoming Jesus 

into the city?

JESUS IS ALWAYS

WELCOME AROUND ME!

A few days later…

OR would you have 

been one of these

people?

"Crucify! Crucify him!"

Luke 23:21b (CSB)  
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Would they represent 

you – wanting Jesus 

to be dead?

NOT ME!
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And overlook the real issue.

Jesus died because of us.

The entire human race lives in active rebellion against 

God's rule in our lives.  Every member of the human 

race is guilty before God. All of us have sinned. 

But what represents our real heart attitude?



We tend to think highly of ourselves.
JESUS IS ALWAYS

WELCOME AROUND ME!

CRUCIFY HIM!

On the "outside," we may praise him.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way; …

Isaiah 53:6a (NIV)  

All of us have become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;

we all shrivel up like a leaf,
and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

Isaiah 64:6 (NIV)  
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For all have sinned; all fall short 
of God's glorious standard. 

Romans 3:23 (NLT)

"This only have I found:
God made mankind upright,

but men have gone in search of many schemes."

Eccles. 7:29 (NIV)
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If we say, "We aren't sinful" 
we are deceiving ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 

1 John 1:8 (GW)  

KEY ISSUE:

We are not as good 

as we think we are.
… the Lord has laid on him [=Jesus]

the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6b (NIV)  

He died for our sins... 

Galatians 1:4a (NLT)

He was handed over to die 
because of our sins, …

Romans 4:25a (NLT)  
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… Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 

1 Cor. 15:3b (NLT)  

KEY ISSUE:

He died because of US.

For Christ died for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, … 

He was put to death in the body…

1 Peter 3:18 (NIV)  

• We may want to say, "Not me – I wouldn't have killed him!"

• In reality, we might as well have been there, raising our fists 

against him!"
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• Those who were there represented 

us who weren't there; for we all 

share the same sinful nature.

BACK THEN, BECAUSE THEY 

HAD THE OPPORTUNITY

TODAY, IF WE 

HAD THE 

OPPORTUNITY

IT WAS AS THOUGH 

I WAS THERE!

• If we were willing to admit it, 

we would say…
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1. When we're willing 

to admit that they

represent us... "Crucify! Crucify him!"

Luke 23:21b (CSB)  

THERE IS ANOTHER WAY FOR US TO BE THERE!

2. When we're willing 

to recognize our 

own sinfulness...

3. … and realize that 

it was for our sins 

that he died…

I AM GUILTY!

THEY REPRESENTED 

ME!
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THEN…

… THEN SOMETHING 

MARVELOUS BEGINS 

TO HAPPEN!

4. If we're willing to repent of 

our sinfulness, and trust

Jesus to pay the penalty 

for our sins…

"I repent! 
I trust him!"
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Father, 
forgive 
them!

We can begin to say, 

"I was there, 

represented by HIM!" 

THEN…

• If we do these things…

But it goes even 

deeper than this!

HE REPRESENTED 

ME!

We're not just "represented" by 

Jesus… God describes us as having 

been "UNITED" with him!
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Our union with 

Christ also involves 

resurrection life!

He died for us, 

in our place. But since we are 

united with Christ... … in God's sight, it's as 

though we also died!
… Christ died for 

our sins ... 

1 Cor. 15:3b (NIV)  … we died with 
Christ …

Romans 6:8b (NIV)  

We died to sin; how can we live 
in it any longer? 

Romans 6:2b (NIV)  

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF

THIS FACT IS ENORMOUS!
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Our union with 

Christ also involves 

resurrection life!

Our union with 

Christ also involves 

resurrection life! He is not here!
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…he was raised from 
the dead to make us 

right with God.

Romans 4:25b (NLT)  

He died… in order to 
rescue us from this evil 
world in which we live. 

Galatians 1:4 (NLT)

Jesus' death was for a purpose 

that was greater than death… 

and that purpose included us!

In him we have 
redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 1:14 (CSB)

For Christ died … to bring you to God. 
He was… made alive by the Spirit, …  

1 Peter 3:18 (NIV)  

This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

1 John 4:10 (NIV)
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BUT IT DOESN'T STOP HERE!!
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Jesus' resurrection
means his life 

becomes our life!

• "United in Adam" – As a member 

of the sinful human race 

 WE earned for ourselves DEATH.

• "United in Christ" – Those who have repented and 

now trust Jesus: he saves us from the death we 

earned  HE earned for us LIFE.

• Result? OUR new life becomes 

a reflection of HIS life!

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that 
we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 

wounds you have been healed. 

1 Peter 2:24 (NIV)  

in Christ all will be made alive
… those who belong to him. 

1 Corinthians 15:22, 23b (NET)

For just as in Adam all die,

so 
also
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Because we are "in Christ," we DIED and are now ALIVE!

Since you were brought back to life with Christ, focus on 
the things that are above—where Christ holds the highest 
position. Keep your mind on things above, not on worldly 
things. You have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God. Christ is your life. When he appears, then you, 
too, will appear with him in glory. 

Col. 3:1-4 (GW)
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You were dead ... Then 
God made you alive 

with Christ.

Col. 2:13a (NLT)

We were dead because of our 
failures, but he made us alive 

together with Christ. 

Ephes. 2:5a (GW)

We don't do it on our own, but "WITH CHRIST."
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About this union in/with Christ 

• We have become one in/with Christ… yet there is also a 

distinction:

 We don't become Christ.

 We don't become deity/God, but remain created beings.

• This union/distinction is illustrated in a variety of ways. 

Examples:

 The "two shall be one" relationship that should exist 

between a husband and his wife – Ephesians 5:31-32.

 Christ as the "head" and we as the "body" – Ephesians 

5:23; Colossians 1:18.

 Christ being God's son by nature; we being members of 

God's family by "adoption" – Ephesians 1:5; Romans 

8:23.

 We as the "building"; Christ as the "chief cornerstone" –

Ephesians 2:20-22.
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HIS DEATH

BECAME OURS...

• Jesus took our sin and 

was punished for it.

• He died; and in him, 

we are reckoned as 

having also died.

… SO THAT HIS LIFE

COULD BECOME OURS.

• Jesus took our death and 

replaced it with life.

• He rose to life; and in him, we 

are reckoned as having also 

been raised to a new life.

THIS UNION IS WHY we CANNOT live for sin!

 There are so many Scripture passages about obedience, 

holiness, the new nature, God's values embedded in 

our hearts, the "fruit" of salvation, etc.

 BUT ONLY WHEN UNITED IN HIM 

– having repented, and now trusting him – can we share 

these expressions of life with him.

Because of this union:
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This union is the reason we can no 

longer choose to live in sin.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 

2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV)  

 A lot happened on the cross and at the resurrection.

We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?
… count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 6:2b, 11b (NIV)

No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who 
continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

1 John 3:6 (NIV)
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On the Cross and at the resurrection –
so many changes happened 

to those who are "in Christ"!

• The most basic change involves our relationship to both God 

and the world:

 The WORLD is going to hate us – so we're going to 

share in Jesus' suffering.

 But GOD is going to love us – so we're going to share 

in Jesus' glory!

But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. 
Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will 

give us later. 

Romans 8:17b-18 (NLT)
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READ THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
to find out more about these changes, 

and how they influence the way we live!

• LOOK for passages that mention concepts such as: in/with 

Christ; being united with him; sharing or participating in/with 

him; etc.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come! 

2 Cor. 5:17 (NIV)  

• ALL of these things were made possible because of our being 

united with Christ in his death and resurrection.

And since we died with Christ, we know we will also share his new life. 

Romans 6:8 (NLT)

Your MISSION:

 REJOICE in what Jesus accomplished 

for us!

 LEARN from Scripture more about 

what it means!

>> AND <<

 PRAY for the unsaved and the church-

going fakes, who cannot experience or 

understand this unity we have with 

the one who rose from the dead!
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He is not here. For he has risen, just as he said.

Matthew 28:6a (CSB)
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