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(#29)
Prayer in the early church – an overview 

(the "technical details")

IN OUR NATION,

Ultimately, 

it's a matter of FAILURE to take 

(1) the Bible, (2) the Holy Spirit, and (3) prayer 

seriously.

Discover (in the book of Acts) 

how

(1) the Bible, (2) the Holy Spirit, and (3) prayer 

impacted the lives of 

those who were saved.

(1) the Bible, (2) the Holy Spirit, and (3) prayer 

(1) the Bible, (2) the Holy Spirit, and (3) prayer 

ONGOING GROUP PRAYER



THE HOLY SPIRIT



A BIBLE-BASED LIFE
(which included telling others the Good News)



(sometimes) PERSECUTION

When God was at work in the early church, 

accomplishing great things…
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And people were telling others about Jesus.

RESULT:

I'D RATHER CHOOSE 

COMFORT!

This is probably the 

FIRST thing that comes 

to most of our minds.

Perhaps this tells us something about our problem.

 Perhaps we should ask "WHY?"

 Yes, Jesus is royalty (the King of Kings) … but he is also a 

friend and brother. We have been adopted into his family!

 WHY should we need "technical details" for talking to a 

friend or family member!?!

 The early church wasn't preoccupied with such matters!

 They recognized God's communication to them – the Bible, 

God's Word. 

 They acknowledged his communication (often quoting God's 

Word in their prayer).

 They responded back (in prayer).

Today's Focus: PRAYER… the TECHNICAL DETAILS!

(It seems that people always want to know these things!)

 They prayed individually.

WHO prayed – The number of people involved 

in the praying.

Then they prayed, … 

Acts 1:24a (NET)

… I was praying in the Temple ... 

Acts 22:17b (NLT)

… I was praying in my house …

Acts 10:30b (NLT)

… Peter went on the roof to pray.

Acts 10:9b (GW)

… a large number of people had 
gathered and were praying.

Acts 12:12b (ISV)

Then after they had … prayed ... 

Acts 13:3a (CSB)

Then all the believers … lifted their 
voices in prayer ...

Acts 4:24a (NLT)
[Cornelius] … prayed continually 

to God.

Acts 10:2b (ESV)

 They prayed as a group.

ANY number!
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Now Peter and John were going up to 
the temple for the time of prayer ... 

Acts 3:1a (CSB)

… Saul [Paul] … is praying. 

Acts 9:11b (NIV)

[Paul] … was praying … 

Acts 22:17a (NIV)

Then we [apostles] will devote 
ourselves to prayer ...

Acts 6:4a (ISV)

… a large number of people had 
gathered and were praying.

Acts 12:12b (ISV)

Then all the believers … lifted their 
voices in prayer ...

Acts 4:24a (NLT)

[Cornelius] … prayed 
continually to God.

Acts 10:2b (ESV)

WHO prayed – The type of people involved 

in the praying.

 Leaders prayed.  The rest of the people prayed.

EVERYONE prayed!

…the house … where a large number of 
people had gathered and were praying.

Acts 12:12b (ISV)

 At a variety of 

locations.

Now Peter and John were 
going up to the temple for 

the time of prayer ... 

Acts 3:1a (CSB)

… I was praying in the Temple …

Acts 22:17b (NLT) 

… I was praying in my house …

Acts 10:30b (NLT)

Peter went on the roof to pray.

Acts 10:9 (GW)

… we went … to the riverside, 
where we supposed there was 

a place of prayer, …

As we were going to the place 
of prayer, ... 

Act 16:13, 16a (ESV)

… [in] the inner prison ... Paul 
and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God …

Acts 16:24b, 25a (ESV)

WHERE they prayed.

ANYWHERE!

 Most passages do not mention a time. (It wasn't an issue.)

 Some passages do mention specific times.

…the time of prayer at 
three in the afternoon. 

Acts 3:1b (CSB)

I was praying in my house at 
three o'clock in the afternoon.

Acts 10:30b (NLT)

Around noon … Peter went 
on the roof to pray.

Acts 10:9 (GW)

And on the Sabbath day we went … to 
the riverside, where we supposed 

there was a place of prayer, …

Act 16:13 (ESV)

[In jail] About midnight Paul 
and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God …

Acts 16:25a (ESV)

WHEN they prayed (the time).

[Jews typically prayed at certain times – two of them being at noon and 3 pm.]

ANY TIME!

The CONTEXT of their praying. 

[1] – Other things mentioned in the passage.

The believers continued to devote 
themselves to what the apostles were 

teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread, and to times of prayer.

Acts 2:42 (ISV) – the verses that follow mention 
sharing with each other; being united in 

purpose; meeting at the temple and sharing food 
in their homes.

… with prayer and fasting …

Acts 14:23b (ESV)

… praying and singing
hymns to God, …

Acts 16:25b (ESV)

…  prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.

Acts 6:4 (ISV)

[Cornelius] gave generously to those in 
need and prayed to God regularly.

Acts 10:2b (NIV)

 A variety of activities 

that express love for 

God and people.

MANY THINGS!

… I was praying in the Temple, 
and I fell into a trance. 

Acts 22:17b (NLT)

… I was praying in my house ... 
Suddenly, a man in dazzling clothes 

was standing in front of me.

Acts 10:30b (NLT)

… Peter went on the roof to 
pray. … he fell into a trance.

Acts 10:9b, 10b (GW)

As they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit [called 
Barnabas and Saul for missionary 
work]. Then after they had fasted, 
prayed, and laid hands on them, 

they sent them off. 

Acts 13:2a, 3a (CSB)

[The apostles] prayed and laid their 
hands on them [= new leaders].

Acts 6:6 (ISV)

The CONTEXT of their praying. 

[2] – Other things that occurred during the prayer.

 God communicated through 

visions (in special situations).

 They commissioned 

leaders and missionaries.

SOME SPECIAL SITUATIONS!

 An ongoing, frequent 

activity; devoted to prayer.

All these continued together 
in prayer with one mind …

Acts 1:14a (NET)

The believers continued to devote 
themselves … to times of prayer.

Acts 2:42 (ISV)

 Earnest, fervent, 

sincere, genuine.

… the church prayed very earnestly …

Acts 12:5b (NLT)

 In private; as well as in public 

(i.e., not silent when in the 

presence of others).
Paul … thanked God in front of everyone …

Acts 27:35b (GW)

Then all the believers were united as 
they lifted their voices in prayer ...

Acts 4:24a (NLT)

 United, with one mind.

… Peter went on the roof to pray.

Acts 10:9b (GW) 

HOW they prayed (their attitude).

THESE ARE

IMPORTANT DETAILS!

[= alone]

THESE ARE

IMPORTANT DETAILS!
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And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Acts 2:21 (NIV) – quoting Joel 2:32a 

"What shall we do?" / Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Acts 2:38-39 (NIV)

WHAT they prayed about [1] – Before salvation.

 Before salvation – they 

"called on the Lord" for 

salvation from their sins.

OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATION:

THIS "CALL" INVOLVED NOT JUST WORDS, BUT ALSO ACTIONS.

Get up, be baptized and wash your 
sins away, calling on his name.

Acts 22:16b (NIV)

In 2:21, "call" refers to our duty.

In 2:39, "call" refers to God's

sovereignty! They work together!

WHAT they prayed about [2] – After salvation.

 They often spent a lot of time 

praying; but we aren't always 

told what they prayed about.

ANYTHING that was a part of life! 

They had no reason to hold back 

anything, because their whole life 

belonged to God. [Cornelius] … prayed 
continually to God.

Acts 10:2b (ESV)

The believers continued to devote 
themselves to … times of prayer.

Acts 2:42 (ISV)

They all joined together 
constantly in prayer ...

Acts 1:14a (NIV)

On the following pages are 

some examples found in the 

book of Acts. 

 But consider this: If you

spent a few hours praying, 

imagine how many topics 

you would have time for!

WHAT they prayed about [3] – Examples.

 The salvation of 

government leaders.

[Paul to government leaders]

… I pray God that … all who are 
listening to me today may become 
what I am, except for these chains. 

Acts 26:29 (NIV)
 Expressions of the Spirit's 

power (by the apostles).
After [Peter and John] went down 
[to Samaria], they prayed for them 

so the Samaritans might receive 
the Holy Spirit … Then Peter and 

John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 8:15, 17 (CSB)

But Peter … prayed, and 
turning to the body, he said, 

"Tabitha, arise." And she 
opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. 

Acts 9:40 (NASB)

WHAT they prayed about [4] – Examples.

 When on a journey (encouragement 

and committing the journey to God).

[After "farewell" to Ephesian leaders]

And when he had said these things, he 
knelt down and prayed with them all. 

Acts 20:36 (NASB) 

[After Paul reached Italy]

At the sight of these [Christians 
from Rome] Paul thanked God 

and was encouraged. 

Acts 28:15 (NIV)

 Expressions of thanks.

[Before the shipwreck]

[Paul] took some bread, thanked 
God in front of everyone, broke 

it, and began to eat. 

Acts 27:35 (GW)

There we [Paul + 
others] knelt, prayed, 
and said our farewells. 

Acts 21:5b-6a (NLT) 

On Paul's journey
to Jerusalem, before 

leaving Tyre

Then they prayed, “Lord, you 
know the hearts of all. Show us 

which one of these two you have 
chosen [to replace Judas].

Acts 1:24 (NET)

Then after they had fasted, 
prayed, and laid hands on 
them [=Barnabas & Saul, 
appointed for missionary 
work], they sent them off. 

Acts 13:3 (CSB)

And when they had appointed 
elders for them in every church, 

with prayer and fasting they 
committed them to the Lord in 

whom they had believed.

Act 14:23 (ESV)

… appoint seven men among 
you … and we will put them 

in charge of this work.

They had these men stand 
before the apostles, who 

prayed and laid their hands 
on them.

Acts 6:3b, 6 (ISV)

WHAT they prayed about [5] – Examples.

 When choosing leaders and 

preparing for service to God. [in prison]  … Paul and 
Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, …

Acts 16:24b-25a (ESV)

While they were stoning Stephen, he called out: “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit!” He knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do 

not hold this sin against them!” And after saying this, he died. 

Acts 7:59-60 (CSB)

WHAT they prayed about [6] – Examples.

 Their response to persecution 

(which sometimes included death).

But while Peter was in 
prison, the church prayed 

very earnestly for him.

Acts 12:5 (NLT)

Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your 

word with great boldness. Stretch out 
your hand to heal and perform 

miraculous signs and wonders through 
the name of your holy servant Jesus. 

Acts 4:29-30 (NIV)
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WHAT they did NOT pray about.

 ONE EMPHASIS IS TOTALLY MISSING!

THE EMPHASIS THAT MOST PEOPLE TODAY HAVE!

MIGHT THIS BE ONE OF THE REASONS THE HOLY SPIRIT 

DOES NOT WORK IN OUR MIDST THE WAY HE DID BACK THEN?

HELP ME TO 

HAVE FUN 

TODAY!

GIVE ME A 

PLEASANT, 

PAIN-FREE LIFE!
BLESS ME WITH 

MONEY AND 

POSSESSIONS!

 Our praying has value

in God's sight!

Your prayers … have 
come up as a memorial 

offering before God. 

God has heard your 
prayer ....

Acts 10:4b, 31b (NIV)

The RESULT of their praying.

Throughout Scripture, we learn 

that God uses prayer to 

accomplish his purposes in our

lives (and in the lives of others).

 Results can be seen in some 

Acts passages.

 Even when results are not 

visible, we know that praying 

is important, and that God is 

at work in our lives.
[Described as "incense" in 

Revelation 5:8.]

Our goal is to look at some specific 

prayer examples that can teach us a 

lot about how we should pray.

If it's different from their way of praying … WHY?

 You may have to choose:

 Deal with these issues.

 Ignore it all.

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR PRAYER?

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU LEARN ABOUT PRAYER?

 In the book of Acts.

 In other parts of the Bible.
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