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(#25)
"Witnessing" involves saying something (not silence). 

Are there any times we shouldn't say anything?

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes to you. Then you will be my witnesses to 

testify about me in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Acts 1:8 (GW) 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole inhabited earth as a testimony

to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

Matthew 24:14 (NET) 

EMPOWERED 

FOR THE JOB!

WE CAN HELP 

FULFIL 

PROPHECY!

THE MODERN-DAY CONCEPT OF "SILENTLY

WITNESSING" ABOUT JESUS:

 IT DOESN'T EXIST in the Bible.

 It's a recent invention that CONTRADICTS 

the very nature of what it means to 

"witness" or "testify."

I'M A "SILENT WITNESS"! 

I TELL PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS BY 

NOT TELLING THEM ANYTHING!

SOME PEOPLE TALK AS THOUGH THE ONLY

ALTERNATIVE TO SILENCE

IS TO BE A RUDE, OBNOXIOUS JERK! 

YOUR SILENCE 

GOES AGAINST 

THE BIBLE!

IT'S WRONG TO 

BEAT THEM ON 

THE HEAD WITH 

A BIBLE!

We ought to be 

obeying the Bible,

instead of 

reverting to either

of these sins –

silence or its 

"false opposites"!

BUT WE 

SHOULDN'T BE 

CRAMMING IT 

DOWN THEIR 

THROATS!

Only those who want 

people to: 

 NOT hear the Good 

News, and 

 remain unsaved!

(Ultimately, 

nobody benefits.)

WHO "BENEFITS" 

FROM THE SILENCE?

EXCEPT ME!

[What the world wants.]

"FOLLOWING JESUS" MEANS…

Jesus belongs in all of life 

– and that includes our talk.

NO 

MORE 

OF 

THIS!
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BUT NONE OF THIS, EITHER!

I'LL BEAT IT 

INTO HIM 

SOMEHOW!

HOLD HIM STILL 

WHILE I CRAM 

IT DOWN HIS 

THROAT!

???

BUT IS THERE EVER A TIME TO NOT TALK?

PERHAPS

SOMETIMES

There is a time for everything,
a season for every activity under heaven. …

A time to be quiet and a time to speak up.  

Eccles. 3:1, 7b (NLT)

DOES THIS APPLY 

TO SHARING THE 

GOOD NEWS?

BUT DON'T TURN IT INTO AN EXCUSE FOR

DISOBEYING GOD'S COMMANDS!

Whoever knows what is right but doesn't do it is sinning.

James 4:17 (GW) 

"PERHAPS..."

[If]… you fail to warn them about changing their ways, 
then they will die in their sins, but I will hold you 

responsible for their deaths. 

But if you warn them to repent and they don't repent, 
they will die in their sins, but you will not be held 

responsible.

Ezekiel 33:8b-9 (NLT)

"SOMETIMES" Your ability to share the good news 

may be limited by circumstances 

beyond your control.

 There may be serious language 

or cultural barriers.

Or you may have only a tiny window 

of opportunity to say anything… 

 Your gifts and abilities 

will influence what you 

can or cannot do.

There are different kinds of 
gifts, but the same Spirit.

1 Cor. 12:4 (NIV) 

… if I should come to you talking in an 
unknown language, how would that help you?

1 Cor. 14:6b (NLT)

 You might not have time for a meaningful 

conversation – such as, when passing by 

someone on the street, in a store, etc.

I PRAY THAT THESE 

PEOPLE WILL 

SOMEDAY GET TO 

KNOW JESUS!

When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he was deeply moved 
with compassion for them, because they were troubled 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  

Matthew 9:36 (ISV)

 In some places, any mention of God and the Bible 

must be done with extreme caution.

IF YOU MENTION 

"JESUS," YOU 

WILL DIE IN A 

PRISON CAMP… 

ALONG WITH THE 

REST OF YOUR 

FAMILY!

YOU MUST 

WORSHIP 

US!

North Korean Christians must be cautious. 

Yet they are willing to take the risk… and to die.
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"SOMETIMES"  If you are sinning, then you need to 

deal with your own sin first. 

 It might not be the best topic to begin a conversation 

during a traffic stop! 

I'D RATHER 

TALK ABOUT 

JESUS!

YOU WERE CAUGHT 

SPEEDING 90 MPH 

IN A SCHOOL ZONE!

 Don't use "evangelism" as an excuse for avoiding 

your work obligations! 

THIS NEWS 

ARTICLE 

REMINDS ME 

ABOUT THE 

TIME WHEN 

JESUS SAID …

HIS LUNCH 

BREAK 

ENDED AN 

HOUR AGO!

WHAT A 

HYPOCRITE! 

ON HIS 

TIMESHEET, 

HE WILL SAY 

HE WORKED 

A FULL 8 

HOURS! 

 If you're distorting the "Good News" or omitting the 

parts you don't like, you are a false teacher. Stop talking, 

until you're willing to teach the full truth! 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached 

to you, let him be eternally condemned! 

Galatians 1:8 (NIV)

"SOMETIMES" Their interest level of may be a 

factor.

 They may want a full explanation of the Good News. 

 They may refuse to listen.

"How can I understand unless someone guides me?" 

Acts 8:31b (GW)

"That's enough for now. You can go. When I find 
time, I'll send for you again." 

Acts 24:25b (GW)

But some rejected his message … so Paul left the synagogue ... 

Acts 19:9a (NLT)

 They may change the topic after a while.

WARNING! There is a big difference between a 

person not listening, and a person 

trying to suppress the Good News!

 If they don't want to hear it themselves … 

 Perhaps you should stop telling them. 

 If they try to stop you from telling others ... 

 You need to obey God, not them. 

Since you reject [God's Word] and do not consider yourselves 
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 

Acts 13:46b (NIV)

But Peter and the apostles replied, "We must obey God rather 
than human authority." 

Acts 5:29 (NLT)

SOMETHING YOU CAN (and must) 

ALWAYS DO: LIVE!

 CONDUCT– Maintain godly conduct, 

whether or not you are able to use words.

 COOPERATION – Work together with other Christians –

each with his own gifts and abilities.

 SPIRITUAL GROWTH – Grow in your understanding and 

living the truth, so you will be better prepared when 

you have an opportunity to say something.

OR NOTHING

WILL GET DONE!

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because 
if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers. 

1 Tim. 4:16 (NIV)
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SOMETHING YOU CAN (and must) 

ALWAYS DO: PRAY!

 THE UNSAVED – Pray for their salvation 

(and for their willingness to hear).

 CIRCUMSTANCES – Pray that God will arrange the 

circumstances for you (or others) to tell them.

 QUALIFICATIONS [when an issue] – Pray that God will 

prepare you (or others) with the abilities needed to get 

past barriers that hinder the sharing of the Good News.

OR NOTHING

WILL GET DONE!

Never stop praying. 

1 Thes. 5:17 (GW)

Don't throw it away!

Use the opportunities he HAS given you… to live and 

pray as a follower of Jesus!

… making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. 

Ephes. 5:16 (NIV)
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