
Numbers

Introduction
God is actively involved in the world. As a later prophet would say, the whole earth will someday be filled with the glory of the

Lord (Habakkuk 2:14). God's purpose is to redeem the entire world from the corruption of sin, and the book of Numbers presents

one step in the early history of this process - a process that will culminate with the return of Jesus Christ, at the end of the age.

In this book, we observe that sin and rebellion cannot remain in the presence of the Lord; it must be destroyed, for it is a rejection

of everything God is. This is true of all who consider themselves God's enemies (people who go after false gods), as well as those

who claim to follow God, but who are unwilling to trust and obey him.

We also learn the consequences of sin, and the fact that being "God's people" does not prevent God from extending judgment for

willful sin. (Even Moses learned this.) We also discover that God will accomplish his purposes, even when people fail to

cooperate - an entire generation died learning this lesson.

We read about the disastrous consequences of choosing to be an enemy of God and his people. Balaam, a false prophet, is

overpowered by God, so that he is only able to bless Israel. He is later killed, after leading many of the Israelites into sin and

idolatry. In addition, various other enemies - entire nations - discover that fighting against God (and his people) is a fatal error.

Interesting Features
Because of Israel's rebellion, the events in this book cover a period of almost 39 years - long enough for the entire older generation

to die off (except for Joshua and Caleb). Had they trusted God and obeyed him, the book would have probably covered less than a

year of their history!

As in Exodus, there are numerous references to God interacting with Moses in a personal, face-to-face manner, in a way that

allows Moses to see God and to hear him talk. (God himself says that he does this, in Numbers 12:7-8!) Some of the other leaders

saw God one time (Exodus 24:10), but most of the people never did (Deuteronomy 4:12, 15). Based on our New Testament

understanding of the nature of God, many would say that this was Jesus Christ, temporarily in human form before his birth as a

human in Bethlehem.

The census numbers for men of fighting age suggests a total population of over 2 million. This number seems excessively large to

some; but all attempts to explain the numbers in a way that results in a smaller total have been unsatisfactory.

Outline

1. At Sinai, making preparations for going to the promised land.

a. The people are counted and organized (1:1-4:49).
G 1. The census of all men old enough to serve in the army. (The Levites, who have other duties, are not included.)

G 2. The order in which the different tribes were to encamp around the tabernacle (also called the Tent of Meeting).

G 3. The Levite clans - their numbers; where they were to camp. God would take the Levites for his service, in place of

the firstborn of the other tribes.

G 4. The census of the Levite clans who were the proper age to work at the tabernacle; the duties that each clan would be

responsible for. (The age range for those who were counted is not the same as with the rest of the tribes.)

b. Commands related to purity and devotion to God (5:1-6:27).
G 5. The ceremonial purity of the camp. Restitution for wrongs committed against others. The test for an unfaithful wife.

G 6. Nazirite vows of devotion to the Lord. The priestly blessing, to be given for God's blessing on the people.

c. Preparations related to the tabernacle and the Levites; the Passover (7:1-10:10).
G 7. The dedication of the tabernacle. Afterwards, in the tabernacle, the voice of God speaks to Moses.

G 8. Lamps in the tabernacle; the purification of the Levites, in preparation for their service at the tabernacle.

G 9. The Passover (first one since leaving Egypt); questions answered about the Passover; the presence of God.

G 10. (10:1-10) Silver trumpets for leading the people.
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2. From Sinai to Kadesh: the journey begins... the rebellion begins (10:11-12:16).
G 10. (10:11-36) The first three days.

G 11. Complaining about hardships; fire from heaven. Complaining about food; quail are sent, but also a plague. 70 of the

elders would help Moses lead the people.

G 12. Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses; God opposes Miriam and Aaron; Miriam's temporary leprosy.

3. At Kadesh, the journey is halted for 38 years, because of rebellion, refusal to trust God, and judgment.

a. The rebellion and judgment (13:1-14:45).
G 13. Spies sent to explore the land; 10 of 12 bring a bad report that promotes rebellion and distrust of God.

G 14. The people rebel; Moses intercedes with God ... all who have rebelled will die, but their children will enter the land.

They try to enter the land on their own and are defeated, since God did not go with them.

b. Various events and regulations during the 38 years (15:1-20:13).
G 15. Some additional regulations about offerings; a Sabbath-breaker put to death; instructions about tassels on garments.

G 16. The rebellion and deaths of Korah and his followers. The people grumble in opposition to Moses and more die.

G 17. The budding of Aaron's staff: God demonstrates that he has chosen Aaron.

G 18. The priests - their duties and how they would be supported. (They would receive part of the people's offerings.)

G 19. The "water of cleansing."

G 20. (20:1-13) Death of Miriam. The people grumble about water; God provides, but Moses and Aaron sin and will not be

allowed to enter the promised land. (Within the year, both will be dead.)

4. From Kadesh to the plains of Moab (20:14-22:1).
G 20. (20:14-29) Edom refuses to let Israel pass through; Israel must take a longer route. The death of Aaron.

G 21. Arad attacks and is destroyed. More grumbling; God sends deadly snakes, as well as a means for being healed.

Journey to Moab; war - attacked by Sihon and Og, who are defeated.

G 22. (22:1) Return to the Plains of Moab. (The battles occurred north of the Plains.)

5. At the Plains of Moab - making preparations for entering the promised land.

a. A false prophet (Balaam) attempts to destroy Israel with a prophetic curse (22:2-24:25).
G 22. (22:2-41) The Moabite king asks Balaam to curse Israel. Balaam's donkey is smarter than he!

G 23. First two prophetic oracles. God overrules, and Balaam, against his will, is only able to bless Israel.

G 24. Three more oracles; again God overrules. Balaam must go home without the reward the king had offered him.

G 25. Moab seduces Israel to commit sexual immorality and idolatry (at Balaam's advice - see 31:16). Many are killed.

b. The people are counted and receive various instructions (26:1-30:16).
G 26. The second census, with the Levites counted separately (as before).

G 27. Inheritance rights for families with daughters but no sons. Instructions about Moses' death and about Joshua who

would replace him. (These instructions will be repeated in Deuteronomy, when his time to die has arrived.)

G 28. Laws concerning offerings: daily, weekly and monthly offerings, the Passover, the Feast of Weeks.

G 29. Laws concerning offerings: the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles.

G 30. Laws concerning vows.

c. War and settlement on the east side of the Jordan (31:1-32:42).
G 31. God's judgment on the Midianites (who helped Moab seduce Israel); the dividing of the spoils; not one Israelite

soldier dies; an expression of gratitude.

G 32. Two and a half tribes will inherit land on the east side of the Jordan (where Sihon and Og had ruled).

6. Some final matters, in preparation for entering the promised land of Canaan (33:1-36:13).
G 33. The stages in Israel's journey, from Egypt to the Plains of Moab. Warnings for when they enter Canaan.

G 34. The boundaries of the promised land; a list of officials who would be in charge of dividing the land.

G 35. Towns for the Levites. Laws regarding murder; cities of refuge (in case a death was accidental).

G 36. A clarification about inheritance rights in families with daughters but no sons.
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